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MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


No meeting of the Board of Directors has ever drawn a 
larger attendance than the meeting in Washington on May 21, 
and few have equaled it in matters of interest brought before 
the Board for discussion and action. Besides members of the 
Board, there were present the officers of a number of state asso- 
ciations, N. C. A. section chairmen, and members of the Finance, 


Executive, and General Advertising Committees. Action taken 
by the Board included: 

Approval of the work of the General Advertising Commit- 
tee on the broadcasting campaign. 

Approval of the action of the executive officers of the Asso- 
ciation in intervening in the tin can classification case and the 
Consolidated Southwestern Cases. 

Approval of the final budget for the year 1930 as submitted 
by the Finance Committee. 

Authorization of the appointment of a committee to investi- 
gate the possibilities of setting up a statistical organization in 
the Association to collect and disseminate statistics. 

Authorization of a committee to confer with a committee of 
seedsmen with a view to working out a uniform method of seed 
testing that will reflect, as nearly as practicable, the field per- 
formance of seeds. 

Authorization of a committee to work with the can com- 
panies in the development and distribution of an efficient, eco- 
nomical can opener. 


At the opening of the meeting there was furnished to each 
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of those present a printed copy of the Secretary’s report, which 
is mailed with this week’s Information Letter to all members of 
the Association. This report was summarized by President 
Hume, who called upon the chairmen of the various commit- 
tees and others to furnish details on various topics as they were 
reached. 


Directors Hear Radio Address by Major Wilson 

At 10:45 the business of the meeting was laid aside so that 
the Board and their guests might listen to the Canny Cook Hour 
program, in which the guest speaker was Major Louis C. Wilson 
of the office of the Quartermaster General of the Army. In the 
introduction of Major Wilson to the radio audience, a tribute 
was paid to the part played by Major General Henry G. Sharpe, 
formerly Quartermaster General of the Army, in the initiation 
of scientific research work by the National Canners Association. 
When the program was ended, Major General Sharpe, who was 
present as a guest of the Board, was asked to speak a word of 
greeting, and in response congratulated the industry upon both 
its foresight in undertaking research and its accomplishments 
since the early days of this work. A vote of thanks was then 
extended by the Board to Major Wilson for his participation 
in the radio program. 


Report of Finance Committee 
The report of the Finance Committee recommended the re- 
vision of the budget as tentatively adopted at the Board’s meet- 
ing in January so as to provide an increase in the funds for 
handling consumer claims. The recommendations of the Fi- 
nance Committee were approved, as submitted. The budget as 
adopted provides for expenditures totaling $271,914.17 in 1980. 
The Committee’s report estimates the receipts during the 
year at $275,413.65, which, with cash carried over from the pre- 
ceding year amounting to $30,248.18, would make a total of 
$305,661.83. As the estimated expenditures are $271,914.17, the 
estimated cash balance at the close of the year is $33,747.66. 
Membership in the Association, as shown by the Commit- 
tee’s report, now represents 75,313,165 cases of seasonal and 
23,375,495 cases of non-seasonal products. 


Broadcasting Campaign 
In his report as Chairman of the General Advertising Com- 
mittee, Mr. Royal F. Clark described briefly the events leading 
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up to the broadcasting campaign, the purpose and plan of the 
program as conceived by the Committee, and the results that 
have been achieved. Later, a report was presented by Mr. M. J. 
Casey of MacManus, Inc., the advertising agency handling the 
broadcasting. 

Members of the Board were then afforded an opportunity 
to present their views on the character and value of the radio 
programs, their willingness to cooperate in making the broad- 
casting a more effective means of promoting the interests of 
the industry, and the desirability of continuing the campaign. 
It was the concensus of opinion that the radio programs have 
been highly effective in an educational way, that canners should 
use every means to promote wider interest in the campaign 
among both distributors and consumers, and that, if possible, 
the campaign should be continued. 


Labeling Legislation { 

For the Committee on Special Legislation, Chairman E. B. 
Cosgrove reported that the outlook for final enactment of the 
proposed labeling legislation is good. The bill has passed the 
House and is pending in the Senate, with reasonable assurance 
that it will be brought to a vote in the Senate and passed before 
adjournment of the present session of Congress. 

Rate Cases 

Discussion of the intervention by the Association in two 
rate cases, as authorized by the executive officers and reported 
in the Secretary’s report, concerned both the Association’s gen- 
eral policy with respect to rate cases and the questions at issue 
in these two cases. The Board, by previous action, had dele- 
gated to the executive officers authority to decide whether or not 
the Association shall participate in individual cases, that is, to 
determine if the question at issue is national in scope, affecting 
the industry as a whole, and therefore one in which the Associ- 
ation representing the industry as a whole may properly inter- 
vene. After extended discussion, the Board voted its approval 
of the action of the executive officers. 


Study of Statistical Organization Authorized 

The subject of statistics was discussed from many different 
angles—the necessity of having adequate statistics as a guide 
to intelligent conduct of the industry, the trend of all business 
toward getting facts and making them public, the need of some 
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agency to assemble and present available statistical data of use 
to the industry in such form that it will be most easily inter- 
preted, the problem of educating all canners to the value of sta- 
tistical work and securing their cooperation, the opportunity 
of work with government statistical offices already collecting 
much valuable information. It was emphasized that the Asso- 
ciation has an opportunity to do the industry a great service 
by studying this problem and working out plans for an organi- 
zation of its own which would cooperate with government offi- 
ces and also undertake such additional work as study of the 
problem may show to be needed and feasible. The Board, after 
this discussion, adopted a motion authorizing the appointment 
of a committee to investigate the possibilities of setting up in 
the Association an agency for the collection and dissemination 
of statistical information. 


Simplification of Containers 

What is being done on the problem of simplification of tin 
containers was described briefly by Mr. P. H. H. Dunn of the 
Division of Simplified Practice of the U. 8. Bureau of Standards. 
Mr. Dunn explained the purpose of the questionnaire recently 
sent to canners asking for an expression of opinion with re- 
spect to the two sizes of No. 2 and No. 114 cans included in 
the recommended list submitted at the Chicago convention. Mr. 
Dunn asked the cooperation of all canners in making the res- 
ponse to the questionnaire so complete as accurately to reflect 
the views of the industry. 


Seedmen’s Guarantee 

Discussion of seedmen’s guarantees lead to the adoption of 
a motion authorizing a committee representing the Association 
to meet with a committee of seedsmen for the purpose of work- 
ing out a uniform method of seed testing that would indicate, as 
nearly as may be practicable, the field performance that may 
be expected of seed. 


Problem of Efficient Can Opener 

President Hume led the discussion on can openers, pointing 
out the great need of an efficient, economical opener and the ad- 
vantage to the industry of proper distribution of such a device. 
The general discussion that followed led to the adoption of a 
motion authorizing the appointment of a committee to work 
with the can companies toward the development of a satisfactory 
can opener. 
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Luncheon Addresses 


At the luncheon for the Board and its guests, Major Louis 
C. Wilson, who had spoken over the radio in the morning, was 
present and those who had heard his voice had the pleasure of 
meeting him personally. 

President H. W. Phelps of the American Can Company, in 
an interesting talk at the luncheon, narrated some of the in- 
cidents of the early days of the Food and Drugs Act and of plan- 
ning of scientific research by the canning industry, paying trib- 
ute to Dr. Harvey W. Wiley and to Major General Sharpe. Mr. 
Phelps then discussed the accomplishments of the broadcasting 
campaign, and the obligation resting upon the industry to main- 
tain the standards set up in the minds of consumers by the radio 
programs. 


Pension System 


Chairman Richard Dickinson of the Pension Committee 
presented a report on the retirement system, placed in operation 
at the beginning of the year, showing the number of employees 
who have elected to participate in the saving funds feature and 
the amount now in the pension fund. 


Selection of Convention City Approved 

The Board approved the selection of Chicago as the place 
for the annual convention in 1931, which will be held the week 
of January 19. 


BROADCASTING CAMPAIGN TO BE CONTINUED 


The broadcasting campaign, which was originally scheduled 
to end in the East on June 10, and two weeks later on the Pacific 
Coast, will be extended for a period of about six weeks. Instead 
of four broadcasts a week there will be two, and the general 
character of the programs will be largely educational. 


The continuance of the broadcasting beyond the period 
originally provided for has been made possible through the 
financing of the additional programs by the American Can Com- 
pany and the Continental Can Company. 

The decision to extend the radio programs was reached at 
a meeting of the General Advertising Committee held in Wash- 
ington the day following the meeting of the Board of Directors. 
Besides taking action on the broadcasting, the Committee had 
under discussion general plans for advertising. The Committee 
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has been increased by the addition of Mark Ewald, of Olympia, 
Wash., W. B. Stokely, Jr., Louisville, Ky., George B. Morrill, 
Portland, Me., and Harry L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 


Labeling Bill Scheduled for Early Consideration in Senate 

When the McNary bill (S. 1133) requiring the informative 
labeling of canned foods of inferior quality, was reached on the 
Senate calendar Thursday, May 22, Senator McNary stated 
that it was on the program to be considered later, and asked that 
it be passed over at that time. The Senate then proceeded to 
the consideration of bills to which there was no objection, pass- 
ing a number before adjournment on Thursday. 


At the time the Senate adjourned debate was under way 
on the bill to define oleomargarine (H. R. 6). This bill will re- 
main the unfinished business until acted upon. The program 
of the Senate steering committee then provides for consideration 
of the proposed amendment to the Merchant Marine Act (H. R. 
9592), following which the McNary labeling bill is to be con- 
sidered. 


Agricultural Foreign Service Bill Finally Passed 


The Senate on Thursday passed the bill (H. R. 2152), adopt- 
ed earlier by the House, to promote the agriculture of the United 
States by expanding in the foreign field the service now render- 
ed by the U. S. Department of Agriculture in acquiring and 
diffusing information regarding agriculture. 


Preliminary Acreage of Green Peas for Manufacture 

The preliminary estimate of acreage of green peas for can- 
ning or manufacture in 1930 is 265,100 acres compared with 
233,920 acres harvested in 1929, or an increase of about 13 per 
cent over the high acreage of last year, according to the U. 8S. 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Increases are reported in 
all States except Montana, where a 5 per cent decrease is indi- 
cated. The most pronounced increase in any important area is 
in Minnesota, where complete reports from all canners show a 
60 per cent increase, or an acreage more than 7,500 acres larger 
than of last year. Indications are that Wisconsin will have 
about 12,000 acres more than last year, or an 11 per cent in- 
crease. Reports from nearly every canner in New York indi- 
cate an increase of about 5 per cent in that State. Equally satis- 
factory returns from the other States indicate increases rang- 
ing from 7 per cent in Michigan to 17 per cent in Pennsylvania. 
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(Preliminary) 


1,100 
$2,200 

1,680 

4,020 

8,500 10,900 11,660 
80,000 101,000 111,000 125,200 
6,080 7,920 12,670 20,200 
1,700 2,060 8,040 3,400 
rr 8,000 10,500 12,400 13,890 
cece 3,500 4,200 3,900 
co cc 1,000 5,000 8,600 4,000 
8,460 10,150 11,670 18,070 
© cone 1,040 2,110 
750 1,100 880 1,050 
Other 5,840 3,450 2,600 3,600 
168,816 205,960 233,920 265,100 


alncluded with “Other States” previous to 1928. 
b Included with “Other States” previous to 1929. 


Bill to Investigate Crop Insurance Reported 
The Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry on 
Thursday, May 22, reported without amendment the bill (S. 
1164) authorizing and directing the Secretary of Agriculture to 
investigate all phases of crop insurance. 


Truck Crop Markets 

The Ozarks and the Eastern Shore area report a great de- 
crease in strawberry production according to the U. S. Market 
News Service. Strawberry shipments decreased very sharply 
during the week ended May 17. Dry weather was reducing the 
crop. As the season waned or closed in such important sections 
as North Carolina, Louisiana and Arkansas, the week’s output 
totaled only 1,285 cars, compared with 1,640 the preceding 
week and with 2,645 during the same period in 1929. 

More tomatoes are being planted this year, and supplies for 
the next month or two should be liberal. Output of southern 
Texas and Florida made a great increase last week, the total 
averaging 250 cars daily. Imports of tomatoes from Mexico were 
down to 50 cars. Total shipments were nearly twice those of a 
year ago. 

Florida shipments of beans decreased to 155 cars but Louisi- 
ana increased to 220 and South Carolina to about 100 cars. 
Mississippi beets and carrots advanced slightly at shipping 
points. California shipped 260 of the week’s 300 cars of carrots. 
North Carolina furnished most of the 380 cars of green peas. 
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The week’s total shipments of 28 fruits and vegetables in- 
creased to 18,125 cars, or 2,300 more than the week before. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Mey 


peas 
Mixed 
Domes 


Business Conditions 


According to the weekly statement of the Department of 
Commerce for the week ended May 17, business as measured by 
the volume of check payments was lower than the week ended 
May 10, and less than that for the same week in 1929. Whole- 
sale prices, again showing a decline, were off slightly from what 
they were a week ago, and more than 7 per cent below the week 
of May 18, 1929. 

Bank loans and discounts, while showing a slight change 
from a week ago, were more than 3 per cent below the same 
period a year ago. 

Movement of commodities by rail, as indicated by statistics 
covering the latest report week, was less than for the preceding 
week and also a decrease under the figures for the same period 
of 1929. 


CAR LOADINGS 
Total Miscellaneous Merchandise 
L. L. 
367,028 
876,621 


411,022 
396,641 261,108 


Employment in April 
The U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reports a very slight 


change in employment in the combined 13 industrial groups sur- 
veyed in April as compared with March. These groups do not 


Commodity “18 seasonto seasonto last 
: 1980 19380 1929 May 17 May 18 season 
411 a6. 101,223 126,446 127,580 
Eastern states .......+.. 131 145 178 50,824 62,204 62,708 
Western states .......... 280 280 183 50,390 64,242 64,822 
45 107 100 2,502 1,615 2,110 
200 207 7,586 6,862 12,085 
9387 762 1,169 11,721 17,821 44,215 
18 a4 105 9,451 9,683 9,808 
87 60 40 1717 56 2,205 
: Sal 350 450 1,464 2,008 7,456 
380 438 340 8,121 2,428 5,107 

P rs: 
Somestic TTT 104 108 1,101 1,466 3,288 
spine’ TTT “7 159 a2 9,306 9,604 10,853 
rawhberries 1,800 1,661 2,646 8,438 13,180 19,0638 
String beans 580 5,152 4,057 8,627 

Tomatoes: 
Domestic 1,753 os2 6,575 8,461 31,046 
48 118 263 5,845 4,504 4,630 

Other 
Week ended May 10 916,764 
418,416 
Corresponding week, 1920 ........ 1,048,060 872,758 
Corresponding week, 1028 ........ 1,002,411 844,572 
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include Federal, State, or Municipal construction work, which 
has increased steadily. Reports coming to the department from 
various sources show that employment conditions were some- 
what improved in April, with a marked increase in employment 
in the building trades. 


Six industrial groups reported increased employment in 
April—anthracite mining, quarrying, electric railroads, power- 
light-water plants, retail trade, and canning. 

April is a month that customarily shows but little net 
change in employment, and this year is no exception, as the 
change shown in the 13 industrial groups surveyed in April as 
compared with March was a decrease of two-tenths of 1 per cent 
out of a total of nearly 5,000,000 employees; and the decrease 
in the amount of the pay rolls was seven-tenths of 1 per cent. 

The seven groups reporting decreased employment were 
manufacturing, bituminous coal mining, metalliferous mining, 
crude petroleum production, telephone and telegraph operation, 
wholesale trade, and hotels. These changes were almost en- 
tirely seasonal. 

The 37,453 establishments reporting had in April 4,905,798 
employees whose combined earnings in one week were $131,- 
157,899. 

Weather Conditions 

Substantial rains occurred rather generally from the Mis- 
sissippi River eastward, and the amounts were heavy to exces- 
sive in lower Mississippi Valley districts where some stations 
reported 8 to more than 10 inches of rainfall for the week ended 
May 20, according to the U. S. Weather Bureau. In the more 
southeastern sections of the country the weekly amounts were 
light to moderate and also quite generally from the western 
Lake regions westward to the Rocky Mountains. In the far 
Southwest from western Texas westward to the Pacific Ocean 
very little precipitation occurred. 

The unseasonable low temperatures in the interior valleys 
were unfavorable for the growth of warm-weather crops, and 
there was more or less local damage by frost to tender vege- 
tation over a considerable area in the central-northern portion 
of the country. Frosts were general in the western upper Lake 
region, Wisconsin, Minnesota, northern Iowa, and in the north- 
ern Plains south to Nebraska. In the interior some frost was 
reported southward to northwestern Illinois on the 17th. In the 
— — and southern states temperatures were generally 
avorable. 
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Poultry Used in Canning 
The Market News Service of the U. 8S. Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Economics has issued the following report on the quanti- 
ties of poultry canned or used in canning: 
April 
Pounds 


Dressed poultry canned or used in canning 1,845,080 
Drawn poultry canned or used in canning a 267,655 


2,112,685 


ee of firms reporting 32 


e figures for drawn poultry have been converted to an undrawn basis, assuming 
a 2s. A. cont shrinkage in drawing. 


Mexican, Cuban and Bermuda Vegetable Shipments to United 
States 
Shipments of winter vegetables from the Mexican West 
Coast, Bermuda and Cuba for the 1929-30 season are now 
practically at an end. The total movement thus far this season, 
from November 1 to April 30, amounted to 190,271,000 pounds 
as compared with 137,542,000 pounds during the corresponding 
period last season. This constitutes a record since the develop- 
ment of the winter vegetable trade between the American mar- 
ket and nearby foreign producing areas. 


Detention of Imported Canned Tomatoes 
Federal Food and Drug Officials in New York are continu- 
ing to watch closely the quality of imported foods. During the 
month ending May 14, among other items, entry has been re- 
fused to 32,222 cases of canned tomatoes on the basis of partial 
decomposition and/or short weight. 


Correction 
In the Information Letter for May 10 it was stated that the 
new Canadian tariff provided for a general rate of 214 cents per 
pound on canned pineapple. This should have stated that the 
general rate is 244 cents per pound. The British preferential 
rate is 14 cent per pound. 


Russian Canning Industry Expands 


According to a statement of the official Soviet Commercial 
Agency in Paris, forwarded to the Department of Commerce by 
the American trade commissioner’s office at Paris, the Com- 
missariat of Commerce has sanctioned the production program 
for the Russian canning industry for the 1929-30 period. This 
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program includes the preparation of 315,000,000 cans, compris- 
ing 206,000,000 cans of fruit and vegetables, 75,000,000 cans of 
fresh and 34,000,000 cans of preserved meat. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 


“The Production of Peas for Canning,” Farmers’ Bulletin 
No. 1255, first issued in 1902, has been revised and republished 


a by the Department of Agriculture. This is a 20-page, illustrat- 
eee ed pamphlet dealing with such subjects as the climatic require- 
= ments of the crop, crop rotations, soils, fertilizers, inoculation, 
a harvesting, etc. There are also sections devoted to insect pests 
Poo and pea diseases. 
The Department of Agriculture has issued as Farmers’ 
Bulletin No. 1620 a pamphlet of about 20 pages on the growing 
d of cucumbers for pickling. The bulletin, which contains a num- 
ber of illustrations, discusses the type of land needed, fertilizers, 
est planting and cultivation, insect and disease control, etc. * 
ow 
on, Market for Canned Fruits in Asia ‘ 
\ds Small packages of canned and dried fruits present the best 
ng opportunity to make increases in the present fruit markets in 
op- Asia, according to Trade Information Bulletin No. 693 just 
ar- issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 

China is a particularly favorable field for small cans of 7 
various fruits. American canned fruits could come into their - 
own in China if they could be put within the possible range of : 

nu- purchase of a large number of people by means of a smaller : 
the package and then made known to them as a high-quality prod- - 
ree uct. The Chinese like canned fruit, and they respect quality. re 
tial The Philippines, Siam, Burma, and Ceylon offer smaller op- : 
portunities, only because of their smaller populations. Japan 
will present a large possibility for American canned and dried 
fruits if the luxury tariff of 100 per cent is radically revised 
the downward. India might consume much larger amounts of 
canned fruit than at present, if the market were consistently 
cultivated. 
the Copies of this report may be obtained from the Bureau of 
tial Foreign and Domestic Commerce or its branch offices. 
Small Market in Salvador for Canned Foods 
Salvador presents a limited market for canned foods, ac- 
cial cording to Trade Information Bulletin No. 692 issued by the 
, by Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. This fact is due 
ome to low purchasing power, high cost of imported merchandise to 


consumers, and the competition from local products. 
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Tomato juice and vegetable purees 


Processes for non-acid canned foods .... Annual pack statistics 
of stocks 


Those in charge of the Association’s activities constantly 
face the problem of maintaining an effective balance between 
the continuing work of the Association and the special tasks on 
which it must engage from time to time. It is obvious that the 
Association cannot afford to sacrifice its broad program of con- 
structive work on behalf of the industry by diverting too much 
of its time and energies to special problems that arise. 

In a report to the Board of Directors it is impossible of 
course to present a detailed record of the continuing activities 
of the Association. At the same time it is necessary to keep 
both the Board and the membership of the Association informed 
as to the general progress of this work and of new _— 
that have developed. Such is the purpose of this report. 


Membership and Finance 

The Association’s finances, as the report of the Chairman 
of the Finance Committee will show, are in satisfactory shape. 
The cash balance on hand as of May 3, 1930, is $52,552.77. 

The total basis of membership on which dues are assessed, 
seasonal and non-seasonal, is close to 100,000,000 cases. The 
Chairman of the Finance Committee will give the exact num- 
ber of cases in each class. 

This shows that the Association is in good financial condi- 
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tion and will have funds sufficient to permit all its different ac- 
tivities being carried on in the usual manner. 

The Board of Directors at its meeting in Chi on Janu- 
ary 18, 1930, passed a tentative budget. The revisions of this 
budget, for approval at this meeting, show an increase of 
$5,497.50. Nearly all of this increase is requested because of 
the unusual number of claims that are being made against the 
members of the Association for alleged damages from injury 
and illness. The Association is agg ty the policy of contest- 
ing oy | all of these claims, the details of a number of 

lly set forth in a subsequent part of this report. 


Membership Solicitation 


That the manera of the Association now represents 
nearly 100,000,000 cases is due not to any high-pressure sales- 
manship by field men, but to the effective personal work of mem- 
bers within the Association who know what membership means 
to the individual canner and to the industry as a whole, and who 
personally persuade canners who are outside to affiliate with 
the organization. New members thus acquired rarely drop 
ow stay “sold” on the Association, and in turn bring in 
others. 


Last year it was suggested that a pamphlet should be pre- 
pared describing the Association and its work so that members 
who wish to secure the interest of those not yet affiliated with 
the Association could place something definite in their hands to 
consider. This pamphlet was — and distributed for the 
first time at the convention. Since then copies have been sent 
to all the members of the Association, some of whom have made 
very effective use of it. 

There are canners still outside the membership who could 
benefit greatly from affiliation with our organization. And it 
is earnestly urged that the members of the Association fully 
acquaint these canners with the purpose and scope of the Asso- 
ciation’s work. Any member desiring copies of the pamphlet 
for this purpose will be furnished with whatever number of 
copies may be necessary. 


which are fu 


Broadcasting Campaign 


The broadcasting campaign began in the East on March 
17th and two weeks later on the Coast. Its results as a merchan- 
dising event are difficult to measure; its success as an educa- 
tional effort is beyond question. Undoubtedly it will have a wide 
and permanent effect in getting the real facts about canned 
foods into the minds of the housewives of the country. 

In our campaign the ordinary difficulties in planning and 
conducting a satisfactory program were multiplied by the fact 
that the time of preparation was unusually short. The first 
informal conference looking toward a broadcasting campaign 
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was held in New York on February 7th. A meeting of the Gen- 
eral Advertising Committee was later called at Chicago on Feb- 
ruary 15th, at which time the trade situation was discussed, ten- 
tative plans for broadcasting _ and approved in princi- 
le, arrangements made for financing the campaign, and Mac- 
anus, Inc., authorized to proceed with the plans. One week 
later—on February 22—the advertising Committee met at Chi- 
cago with representatives of the distributors’ organizations, 
whose cooperation was pledged toward making the campaign a 
merchandising event as well as an educational effort. 

In the meantime negotiations were started by MacManus 
with the National Broadcasting Company for a satisfactory 
hour, and the best available was obtained—not the time we 
should have preferred, but the best that we could get. Work on 
the program was likewise begun, and arrangements made for a 
rehearsal broadcast of several continuities at New York during 
the week prior to March 17. 

The general plan of the broadcasting campaign contem- 
plated a series of programs combining both educational and en- 
tertainment features in single programs. It was believed that 
the programs in the earlier part of the campaign should embody 
more entertainment features than would be carried in the later 
x grams, after the interest of the audience had been secured. 

he earlier programs also embodied offers of souvenirs, designed 
to catch the interest of the audience and likewise — some 
measure of the extent and distribution of this audience. Later, 
printed literature was substituted for souvenirs in these offers, 
—this literature including a new recipe book, a booklet entitled 
“The Wonderful Story of Canned Foods,” and the “Canny Cook 
News,” a little magazine. Offers were also made of copies of ad- 
dresses, such as Dr. Eddy’s, and recipes discussed in the pro- 
grams. 

At the end of the first four weeks of the campaign a third 
meeting of the Advertising Committee was held at Chicago to 
consider criticisms that had been received and to determine the 
program policy for the remainder of the campaign. It was the 
concensus of opinion that the entertainment feature should be 
further subordinated and more time provided for guest speakers 
of high standing and authoritative character. is policy has 
— been followed and will guide all future programs. 

paperte upon the campaign will be made to the Board both 
by Chairman Royal F. Clark of the General Advertising Com- 
mittee and by the MacManus advertising agency. 


Labeling Legislation 


Members of the Association have been kept informed 
through the Information Letter as to the progress of the pro- 
posed labeling legislation. 


The Mapes bill (H. R. 730) was passed by the House on 
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May 7. In the Senate the McNary bill (S. 1138)—identical with 
the Mapes bill—is still pending. It was favorably reported by 
the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry and has 
been reached several times on the calendar—in each case while 
the Senate was acting under unanimous consent procedure. 
Each time consideration of the bill was prevented by an objec- 
tion by Senator Copeland, who first asked time to prepare 
amendments to it and later objected to consideration of the bill 
when informed that his amendments were unsatisfactory to the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture. 


Consumer Complaints 

A marked increase has occurred in the number of consumer 
complaints reported to the Association during the past four 
months, as compared with the same period a year ago, namely 
227 as against 181. 

No outbreaks of botulism due to commercially canned foods 
packed in the United States have been reported since 1925, but 
there has been a marked increase in the number of claims of ill- 
ness attributed to canned foods. We have the scientific infor- 
mation necessary to successfully disprove most of there com- 
plaints, thanks to the research work being carried on at Chicago 
Universitv, the University of California and the Association’s 
laboratories. 

The Association continues to receive an increasing number 
of complaints attributed to foreign substances, particularly 
stones, glass, nails and insects, in canned foods. A very large 
buyer of canned foods for manufacturing purposes has called 
attention to the number of such substances found in canned 
vegetables, some of them packed by members of this Associa- 
a, sae a special report on this subject will be made to the 


The table that follows summarizes this branch of Associa- 
tion work since the first of the year, comparing it with the same 
period a year ago. ; 


Comparative Record of Claims Jan. 1, 1980 Jan. 1, 1929 
to to 
May 1, 19380 May 1, 1929 


Complaints investigated 181 
Products involved: 


24 
106 
27 


Animal foods 
All other foods 


Type of complaint: 
Complaints involving alleged illness 
Complaints attributed to foreign 
substance in cans 


| 
51 
227 181 
124 110 


Location of complaints: 
New York and vicinity 
Massachusetts 
Other Northeastern points 
Middlewestern points 
Southeast and Southern points .... 


| 


Suits pendin 

Claims settled since January 1, 1930 
Suits dismissed 

Suits tried since January 1, 19304 
Verdict for defendant 

Suits lost 


a Included in this figure is a suit involving six claims. Suit resulted in verdict for 
defendant in five of these claims and verdict for #500 was rendered in the sixth. 


Products in which Foreign Substances Were Found 


Origin of Claims 


Attention is called to the fact that one-third of the claims 
so far this year have originated in New York City and vicinity, 
and that over one-half of the claims come from that city and 
from Massachusetts, in and around Boston. 


Members of the Association can cooperate most effectively 
in remedying this situation, particularly in those cities, in two 
ways: First, by assuming a firm policy against settlement of 
claims unless advised to do so by the Association counsel or 
their own attorney; second, by making sure that their cans are 
perfectly clean before they are filled and using the best avail- 
able machinery and equipment for removing foreign substances 
from the foods before they go into the cans. 


From the Association’s records for the past six years, it 
appears that only five persons have made more than one claim 
involving canned foods. Seven physicians in and around Bos- 
ton, but none in New York City, have appeared in more than 
one case. Fourteen attorneys in Boston and vicinity, five in New 
York City and one each in three other cities, have handled more 
than one claim made against our members. 


5 
47 
44 
227 
Legal status: 
79 
22 
1 
5 
Fruits: Seafoods: 
Other vegetables .......... 10 


Field Research Laboratory Work 

Plans are being made this year to extend the field sur- 
vey of previous years to include the state of Michigan during 
the pea pack, and the states of Illinois, Ohio, and Indiana dur- 
ing the corn pack. As in previous years, the principal work 
will be that of making tests on individual pea and corn canning 
operations to determine whether spoilage contamination is 
greater than it should be. Where contamination is abnormal, 
efforts will be made to trace its source and remedial measures 
will be suggested. While in the field, the truck laboratory will 
also be available to render to members in the section in which 
the laboratory is located general bacteriological service that 
would ordinarily be handled through the Washington laboratory. 
This will have definite time-saving advantages for the canner. 


Corrosion Studies 

It will be recalled that laboratory studies on corrosion have 
indicated that higher acidities ay cones perforations by ren- 
dering tin relatively less noble than iron. In an experiment 
with Bing cherries, to which no citric acid was added, 20 per 
cent are perforated to date. Cherries to which one-fourth of 
1 per cent citric acid was added, are 14 per cent perforated. 
Cherries to which one-half of 1 per cent citric acid was added 
are 6 per cent perforated, whereas with cherries to which 1 per 
cent or 11% per cent citric acid was added, no perforations have 
occurred to date. It is encouraging that the addition of citric 
acid actually improves the flavor of these cherries. 

It is planned this summer to make a more extended study 
and to determine the most desirable oe meg of acid and 
sugar to use in the packing of these cherries; also to study the 


same principle with other fruits. It has been almost axiomatic 
in all corrosion experiments that higher acidity is accompanied 
by greater corrosion. The laboratory’s work along this line is, 
therefore, of unusual interest. 


Effect of Freezing on Canned Foods 

In an experiment to study the effect of freezing on canned 
foods, seventeen different canned products were frozen and the 
changes in their pros characteristics due to freezing and 
thawing were carfeully observed 

None of the canned fruits tested was noticeably affected. 
Of the canned vegetables, as (quercen, string beans, and pumpkin 
were seriously damaged. e consistency of the tomato sauce 
on baked beans was destroyed by freezing. Canned spaghetti 
with tomato and cheese sauce was ruined by freezing. The 
strands of spaghetti were broken down and the smooth consis- 
tency of the sauce was destroyed. 

Products included in these experiments were blueberries in 
water and in syrup, cherries, grapefruit, peaches, stringless 
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beans, corn, peas » pumpkin, spinach, tomatoes, and spaghetti. 
It is planned Se secure information on the effect of freezing on 
fish, meat products, and other distinct types of canned foods. 


Meat Product Studies 


Experimental work, upon which suggested processes for 
various canned meat products will be based, is still in progress. 
Most of the work to date has been done on corned beef hash 
and potted meat, and tentative recommended processes for these 

roducts will soon be available. In adddition to this work, pre- 
iminary packs have been made of tripe in milk and of Vienna 
—. Final packs on these products will be put up within 
a short time. 


Vitamins 

The Research Laboratory is just completing studies on 
turnip greens, which resemble spinach in being rich in vitamins 
A and C. The work has shown that green vegetables such as 
spinach, peas and turnip greens, are richer in vitamin C than 
many fruits, contrary to the belief that fruits as a class are out- 
standing as a source of vitamin C. It is hoped to bring this 
= - more definitely by an experiment planned directly along 
this line. 


Of even more interest is an experiment begun about four 
months ago in which rats are fed wy on canned foods. Even 
condensed milk is ruled out because it is not heat sterilized. 
The first generation of rats have grown to full maturity, and 
have outstripped the rate of growth usually given as normal for 
rats. They have also given birth to young which were heavier 
than normal at birth, and which have to date grown equally as 
well as their parents. It is hoped to carry out similar experi- 
ments with other animals, since the different species of animals 
vary in their susceptibility to a shortage of different vitamins, 
or other dietary components. Certain vitamins are classified 
as being unstable to heat, but much of the data on which this 
opinion is based were obtained by heating concentrates and ex- 
tracts, which may possibly give entirely different effects than 
heating in a natural environment as in the canning of foods. 
It is planned to carry such experiments through a number of 
generations. 


Tomato Juice and Vegetable Purees 


In the Research Laboratory’s work with tomato juice, it was 
brought out that an atmosphere of steam may be employed to 
avoid contact with air. In pureeing tomatoes or any other vege- 
table, or in performing any other operation on a food product 
containing vitamin C, contact with air results in more or less 
destruction of vitamin C. Such operations might be performed 
in an inert gas, such as nitrogen. This, however, is expensive 
and steam is available in every canner’s factory. 
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Processes for Non-Acid Canned Foods 

At its last meeting the Board of Directors adopted and au- 
thorized the publication of processes for non-acid canned foods, 
including an introduction containing suggestions for the equip- 
ment and management of retorts. This manuscript has been 
published as bulletin No. 26-L and has been distributed to all 
canners in the United States, while 1,200 copies have been sup- 
plied to the Bureau of Home Economics of the U. 8S. Department 
of Agriculture for distribution to state and county home demon- 
stration agents. An edition of 6,000 copies of this bulletin has 
been 1. ees and a reprint of 3,000 additional copies has been 
secured. 


Iodin Studies 

As reported to the last meeting of the Board of Directors, 
it is felt that the distribution of iodin in fruits and vegetables 
grown in the United States and its relation to the incidence of 
goiter, should be studied along state lines, preferably by the ex- 
perimental stations of the various states. Our research labora- 
tories have kept in touch with the progress made in this field 
and have been able to offer helpful suggestions to several agen- 
cies that have undertaken the work. 


Research Laboratory Service 

The volume and variety of service given to individual mem- 
bers continues to increase. Each year the research work un- 
dertaken by the laboratories includes some studies suggested by 
inquiries received from members. For instance, the work de- 
scribed in the paragraphs relating to “The Effect of Freezing 
on Canned Foods” and “Tomato Juice and Vegetable Purees” was 
undertaken as a result of numerous requests received from our 
membership for information on those subjects. 


Spoilage Claims 

Requests continue to be received from time to time from 
our members for the investigation of claims for unusual and 
extensive spoilage in deliveries of canned foods. As far as pos- 
-_, these requests are complied with soon after they are re- 
ceived. 


Course for Canners’ Field Men 

The Bureau of Raw Products Research has continually em- 
phasized to the agricultural experiment stations and other re- 
search agencies, the need for more research on production prob- 
lems of the canning industry as a whole. That this n has 
been understood and appreciated is evidenced by the fact that 
short courses for canners’ field men and their growers are now 
being offered at a number of agricultural colleges, during which 
time particular attention is given to improvement of varieties 


for canning, disease and insect control, soil tertility problems, 
and rela subjects of direct interest to the canner. 

Such courses have become a part of the regular season’s 
work at Purdue University in Indiana, at the New York State 
Agricultural Experiment Station at Geneva, and at the Uni- 
versity of Maryland and the University of Wisconsin. In addi- 
tion to these, courses have been offered for the first time this 
year at the University of Maine and the University of Ohio. 
While a formal course has not yet been made a part of the pro- 
gram at the University of Tennessee, an informal conference 
was held last year at which time the canners’ needs were brought 
to the attention of the University and a program for research 
was outlined which should be of practical benefit to canners 
throughout the state. 


Purpose of These Schools 


The effect of such work is not to promote production 
through increased acreage. It tends rather to improve quality, 
increase yields per acre, decrease the hazards of loss from crop 
pests, and lower production costs. The results of agricultural 
research accrue to both grower and canner, since their interests 
in better quality, better yields and lower production costs are 
identical. When such schools are organized, canners in that 
particular state should take advantage of the opportunity thus 
afforded not only to learn what is applicable to their own prob- 
lems but to suggest to the workers engaged in research, addi- 
tional lines of inquiry in which they are interested. 

It is possible that additional schools are desirable in states 
not now conducting them. The Bureau will be very glad to as- 
sist directors or state secretaries in presenting the needs of can- 
ners to the state institution best equipped to handle such a course 
and will cooperate in every way possible in suggesting perti- 
nent subjects to be considered. 


Conferences at Convention on Raw Products Problems 

Another phase of the work of the Bureau is to bring to the 
attention of canners generally the pecgrene being made in the 
field of agricultural research as a whole. The Bureau has been 
helpful in establishing necessary contacts for research workers 
with canners so that they may be able to get first hand informa- 
tion in the field on problems one to canning crops produc- 
tion. The Bureau has also been called upon to suggest to re- 
search agencies definite lines of inquiry to be pursued which 
will be helpful to canners. 

In order to bring to the oe ne J the latest and best infor- 
mation regarding their practical problems, a series of informal 
round table discussions was arranged during the 1930 conven- 
tion. These discussions were held on several afternoons during 
convention week and therefore did not conflict with the regular 
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morning sessions. The subjects listed for discussion included 
those in which interest has been most general, and the best in- 
formed speakers available were invited to take part in the con- 
ferences. Every effort was made to have the conferences as 
informal and intimate as possible, and much exceptionally valu- 
able information was brought to the canners. Approval of these 
conferences was quite generally expressed by our members and 
such discussions will no doubt be continued. 


Direct Service to Canner on Raw Products 


So far as possible the Bureau gives members direct service 
on crop problems. Extensive use of the resources of the Bureau 
has been made by members interested in the development of 
new and improved varieties for canning, and the progress made 
in disease and insect control has been of paramount interest to 
those whose crops might be affected by the Mediterranean fruit 
fly, the Mexican bean beetle, the corn borer and other pests of 
lesser importance. 

Poor lima bean seed has caused serious loss to some can- 
ners and various agencies have been enlisted in an attempt to 
throw some light on this problem. Investigations are under 
way in several institutions looking toward a solution of this 
difficulty. 

The suitability of various soils and climates for extension 
of canning crops has been a subject of interest to some members 
and one which has required careful thought and investigation 
by the Bureau. 


Objectives of the Raw Products Research Bureau 


Presenting the canners’ problems to the agricultural agen- 
cies equipped to undertake investigations and then translating 
the results into terms of practical value to the canner is the 
principal objective of the Bureau. In order to do this, very 
close contact must be maintained with the agricultural experi- 
ment stations, the research workers in the field and likewise 
with those in charge of various lines of endeavor at the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. Thus is made available to the industry 
the scientific knowledge of many thousands of highly trained 
workers engaged in research, under the extensive system built 
up by the Federal government through its 60 experiment sta- 
tions, located in each state and in the outlying possessions of 
the United States, substations, experiment farms and experi- 
mental fields, to maintain which an annual sum of about $25,- 
000,000 is spent. 


List of Agricultural Publications Available 

A partial list of publications of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture and State Agricultural Experiment Stations has 
been prepared which may be of interest to members. A copy 
will be sent to anyone requesting it. 
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Home Economics Division 


Because the Home Economics Division is essentially a con- 
tact agency serving both to disseminate information about the 
Association’s research work and related activities and to inter- 
pret the results of this work to individuals and organizations 
that are or should be interested in it, the Division’s progress is 
measured largely by the extent to which new contracts are se- 
cured and work through established contacts further expanded. 


In recent months special attention has been given to broad- 
ening the Division’s contact with editors, and for this purpose 
the Director has visited the editorial departments of leading 
women’s magazines and inspected the testing laboratories main- 
tained by some of these publications. Special effort has also 
been made to reach greater numbers of state supervisors of 
home economics and through them the home economics teachers 
in public school systems. 


Following the annual convention, letters were sent to a 
number of state and city home economics supervisors to ascer- 
tain what aspects of our work would be of greatest interest to 
them. It is significant that in every case the supervisor desired 
to iy ~ Association’s bulletin material sent to the teachers 
on her staff. 


The can exhibits furnished by the can companies have gone 
into twenty-four states during the present year. In two or three 
states exhibits have been sent to each county home demonstra- 
tion agent, and in some states to each teacher of home economics 
in each center of instruction throughout the state. 


The Director of the Division, since the beginning of the 
year, has made 25 addresses to various groups including rural 
women, home economics teachers, students in hotel manage- 
ment courses, state home economics associations, dietitians in 
training in hospitals, and college groups studying market and 
cafeteria management. 


A pamphlet entitled “Helps to the Household Buyer on the 
Purchasing of Canned Foods” has been prepared for the Ladies’ 
Home Journal at the request of Miss Lita Bane, Editor of the 
Department of the Modern Home Maker. An article on canned 
foods will be published in the same issue of the Ladies’ Home 
Journal in which this pamphlet will be announced. 


Radio Program Stimulates Interest in Publications 


The broadcasting campaign has served not only to stimu- 
late interest among home economics workers in our regular pub- 
lications, but has also resulted in numerous requests for the new 
recipe book and “The Wonderful Story of Canned Foods.” A 
request was received from the Extension Division of the State 
of Iowa for 4,000 copies of the new recipe book to be used in 4H 
club work. It was impossible to grant this request. until it was 
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escertained more definitely the demands that would be made by 
the radio audience for the booklet, but it is hoped that some ar- 
rangement may be made by which the new recipe book can be 
given general distribution, both direct and through agencies, 
such as extension divisions, which can place it in the hands of 
women who will use it. 


Recipe Work at University of Minnesota 


The recipe bulletin for the use of canned foods in cafeterias 
that is being prepared by the Foods Department of the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota under the direction of Miss Alice M. Child is 
progressing favorably. 

The plan as outlined for the work by Miss Child included 
the preparation and testing of recipes on the basis of the num- 
ber of servings that each recipe would yield: when the entire 
contents of a No. 10 can were used in preparing the recipe. 


Many cafeteria managers were consulted before this plan 
was adopted, and it was the general opinion of these women 
that it would be more helpful to determine the number of serv- 
ings that could be obtained in a recipe combination from the use 
of the contents of a No. 10 can than by using the unit of 50 
servings as a basis. 

The Home Economics Division carries an itém in its budget 
for this year that will make it possible to print this bulletin as 
soon as it is ready, which will be probably about the last of June. 
This bulletin will fill a need and meet the many requests of high 
school home economics teachers for help in preparing canned 
food in large quantities. 

The Association has been fortunate in having had the co- 
operation of the University of Minnesota in this project. The 
cafeteria manager, Miss Frances Dunning, has given space in 
the cafeteria for this work. Every recipe tested has been served 
over the counter; that is, has been purchased by the regular 
customers of the cafeteria. The size of each serving has been 
determined and will be included in this recipe data. Four com- 
petent judges, trained home economics women, have judged the 
a of each recipe in accordance with a regular scoring sys- 

m. 


Crop Reporting Service 


The Department of Agriculture is endeavoring to extend its 
service for the canning industry and this vear’s schedule on can- 
ning crops includes reports on beets, blackberries, loganberries, 
raspberries, and strawberries for canning. Establishment of 
this additional service depends on whether adequate informa- 
tion can be obtained, and this in turn depends largely on the 
willingness of canners to cooperate. 


Reports as issued by the Department are carried in our 
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weekly Information Letter, and the Association has received 
the finest sort of cooperation from the Crop Reporting Division 
in getting these reports promptly so that they can be incorpor- 
ated in the Letter. 

The reports thus far issued on intended acreage for 1930 
have all indicated increases, and their publication has been criti- 
cized by some canners who feel that their dissemination has de- 
p sales of futures. : 


Collection and publication of crop reports has been approved 
by the Board as a guide to more intelligent operation of the in- 
dustry, and it is in accord with this policy that the Association 
has urged the Department of Agriculture to expand its service 
on canning crops and has made every effort to get this crop in- 
formation promptly to its members. 


Annual Pack Statistics 


The Census Bureau has continued to collect annual statis- 
tics on the pack of certain products, but its efforts to serve the in- 
dustry are hampered by the failure of a relatively few canners to 
report their packs. By failure to cooperate, these canners deprive 
the entire industry of information which should be, and could 
be, promptly available. Moreover, the Census Bureau is disin- 
clined to continue this work, which is a voluntary service on its 
part, unless it receives the industry’s full cooperation. The Bu- 
reau rightly feels that it should be entirely unnecessary to write 
two or three letters to a canner in order to get a reply. 


Survey of Stocks 


The Census Bureau has now made three surveys of stocks 
on canned corn, peas and tomatoes, and despite the best efforts 
of the Bureau, as well as canners and distributors who recog- 
nize the value of this work and give it their full cooperation, 
each report has been so delayed as to impair its value. th can- 
ners and distributors question the advisability of issuing de- 
layed reports, because during the interval conditions may have 
so changed as to make the figures misleading. Moreover, the 
canner needs the figures soon after the close of the year if they 
are to aid him in planning his year’s operations. 

It has been suggested that, if lack of cooperation makes it 
impossible to get out promptly statistics covering all stocks, the 
character of the survey might be changed so as to show the rela- 
tive position of stocks and the trend of distribution. For this 
purpose there could be built up, with the assistance of canners 
and distributors, a list of representative firms in all parts of 
the country who will agree to submit reports promptly. The 
inquiry going to them could be simplified, asking from the can- 
ner (1) his pack for the year, and (2) the percentage of his 
pack unsold and in stock. The distributor could be asked to 
state (1) his purchases for the year, and (2) the percentage of 
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his purchases held in stock. This is a La | simple form of ques- 
tionnaire, but if reports were obtained from representative 
firms all over the country the figures would clearly reveal the 
relative stocks on hand and the trend of distribution. 


Rate Cases 


Executive officers of the Association, following the conven- 
tion at Chicago, authorized intervention by the Association in 
two rate cases. One of these involves the classification of tin 
cans for rate purposes; the other involves the use of value as a 
controlling factor in determining rates on canned foods. 


In both of these cases it was the judgment of the Executive 
officers that the questions at issue are national] in scope and 
affect the industry as a whole. The second case resulted from 
a supplemental report on the Consolidated Southwestern Cases, 
which was reopened on petition of the Chicago Association of 
Commerce. Other questions than the use of value as a controll- 
ing factor in rate making are involved in this case, but with 
these the Association has not concerned itself. 


Misunderstandings that have developed with regard to these 
cases and the action taken by the Association make it question- 
able whether the Association should hereafter attempt to handle 
rate matters. The Association cannot afford to jeopardize its 
important work in many other lines by permitting differences 
to develop within its membership over such matters as rate 
cases, in very few of which do its members have common or 
identical interests. 


Simplification of Containers 


At the Chicago Convention, the Conference Committee with 
Distributors endorsed in principle a list of twenty-seven can 
sizes, recommended for fruits and vegetables by the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce and the Association’s Committee on Sim- 
plification of Containers. The Conference Committee further 
suggested that efforts be made to eliminate such of these sizes 
as appear superfluous. As there are two sizes of No. 2 cans and 
two sizes of No. 114 cans, which differ by only 1/16th of an inch 
in height, the Container Committee felt that one of these sizes 
should be selected for general adoption by the industry, and the 
other eliminated. 


Following out the recommendation of the Committee, a 
es rer and letter of explanation is being sent out by the 
epartment of Commerce to every canner of fruits and vege- 
tables to find out whether he approves of elimination of one of 
the two sizes referred to and if so, which size he recommends for 
general adoption. The cooperation of the State Associations 
will also be requested in securing the canners’ view on this sub- 


After these questionnaires have come in, the various com- 


modity sections of the Association will be asked to recommend 
what sizes on the list should be used for the particular products 
they represent. 


Farm Board 


As was stated in the report made to the convention at Chi- 
cago, there is no desire on the part of the Association to inter- 


. fere in any way with practical steps proposed by the Farm 
1 Board to give promised relief to agriculture. The Association 
. representing the industry as a whole has taken no action with 
respect to projects submitted to the Farm Board proposing the 
. use of government loans to finance the operation of canneries 
4 by growers’ cooperatives. Thus far none of these projects has 
. been carried out upon the conditions laid down by the Farm 
Board, and it is felt that the canners in the districts where such 
plans may be under consideration are in the best position to take 
appropriate action. 
h 
Tariff Revision 
~ The tariff bill, after being under consideration for months 
le in the Senate, was finally passed on March 24, 1930, and was 
ts sent to conference on April 2. As passed by the Senate the bill 
ho provided for increases, over the House rates, on canned milk, 
te dried beans, green peas, canned tomatoes, sauerkraut, mara- 
ro schino cherries, and canned oysters. The Senate bill provided for 
lower rates than those in the House bill on canned clams, mush- 
rooms, chickpeas, and truffles, and also made a number of amend- 
ments in the administrative sections. The conferees submitted 
a partial report on May 1. The Senate increases were all ap- 
th proved by the conferees. The Senate decreases on canned clams 
an and chickpeas were rejected and those on mushrooms and truffles 
accepted. 
- The bill is still in conference, with efforts being made to 
ved reach an agreement on the two outstanding differences between 
: 4 the House and Senate bills—the debenture proposal and the pro- 


vision regarding the flexible tariff. 
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